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as reminiscent of the comprehensive program of the General Educa-
tidNBoard to help improve impoverished rural areas. Having ta}
over Nements of the GEB’s program in 1928, the Foundgfion's
planning ¥gr China represented an etfort to carry that g#ligation
forward and 3gply it for the first time overseas. But befdfe concrete
steps could beWgken, it was already too late. Chjf8 had become
Sistable a5 ChiangWKai-shek battled errant warlgfls and engaged in
ppressid. campaign against Mao Tse-tung and the

his “ba ndit suppression NSt

jChi ose Cﬂtﬁmﬁmﬁi{t{.”'f My Japanese weld .,..h,l’ﬁ_atﬁl}.ill_g__f!_‘.?!!}-_,ﬂiﬁb
sccupied Manchuria; by 1937 Sinobanese War was under way.
Nevertheless, it seemed CONZ ' ‘
adopted in 1934 would be ipfie ented when its chief author,’
Eaj}ﬁieﬁﬂ'Fesdiek, became naffsident ing36, and even more so when
eague alter Stewart, became
chairman in, 1939 upgf Junior's retirement.
ardently supporteg/he leadership of Fosdick and¥{ewart. Yet as the
years passed, hgfperceived that nothing in line with ™934 changes

\ that the Foundation policy
his oolleague on the Reggfew Committee, N |
‘ W2 trustee, JDR had

was happenyffg in the Foundation’s program. At the end Iorld War
[i, JDRAimself would begin pressing for a policy _of Sgpplied

Eoowdige” and related program innovations. Ironically, his’N ief

—_— e i n et

oL enenté"'_'Wej__ﬂa"ii‘i_bl__i_lde'Fe'sdiek and Stewart.

However, it was not the Rockefeller Foundation, but his personal -
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choices 1nphllanghrepy that occupied john grd’s mind on a clear, crisp

‘I-I-Hn.nu-hh"-"'ﬂ'*--"" ter

Saturday morning in March 1934. He was in his office on the fifty-sixth
floor of the BCA_Bﬁﬂ&iﬁg ‘concentrating on a letter he was writing to
...;wfat.l;'fﬁ spurred by decisions Junior had made. As he gazed out the
window, John saw the buildings of lower Manhattan etched cleanly
against the sky; below him, the half-finished buildings of Rockefeller
Center stood quiet and empty. An occasional gust brought the sounds
of keening bagpipes, thudding drums, and the raucous cries of
celebrants as New Yorkers enjoyed their first St. Patrick’s Day since
the repeal of Prohibition.”

Composing a letter to Junior was never a simple matter; the
subject had to be precisely indicated, facts and opinions placed in
logical order, and conclusions and recommended courses of action
clearly stated. Moreover, the subject was an unusually important one
for John. He thought through what he wanted to say and began to

dictate. “Dear Father,” he began:
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As you of course know, the Bureau of Social Hygiene is terminating its
activities on June go. The twn fields to which the Bureau has devoted the

‘major_parts of jts time and_resources are criminology and sex hygiene. I_t_
would seem from what Mr. Fosdick says, as if the Rockefeller Foundation
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might find it possible to assume an interest in the former. As to the latter

r T i —— - -u--u—\.rx.i_..,‘.-‘.lu

_HIEhJS really the fieid of f birth control and related g_uestmns quuld not
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qBEear as if it, as a whole, cuuld be taken over by any of the boards in which

i, 1 gy o S o

you are interested, both because of the programs of these boards and the

""'--—h-'a—rri-"'-lln.q‘.__. L L] e ' 13 -y,
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element of propaganda and cuntrﬂversy wh1cT1 so often is attached to endeav—
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ors in bll'th control.
'I__'l_'n_i_e_‘m_lg_pose of this letter is to ask you if you would be interested, throu ugh

P o e e s 1 ELES, N | IPEST I

the Advisory Cnmmittee to assume the responsibility for the cnntmuance of

the Bureau’s support in this imporiant field. I take the liberty of making this
suggestion to you because of my great persnnal interest in birth control and
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related que?ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁhﬂéééuse of the fact that from time to time appeals do

come to this office which we have prevmusly referred to the Bureau—which
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procedure, of course, will no longer be possible.
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John proceeded to analyze the pattern of assistance that had been
given to organizations in the field, and he suggested, for Junior's
approval, 2 level of support for the balance of 1935 and for 1936. He
concluded with a solemn statement of personal interest:
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have come P_retty deﬁmte]y to the conclusion that it i is the ﬁeld in whmh I w1ll
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be interested, for the p}esent at least, to cnncentmte my own gwmg, as I feel
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that it is so fundamenta.l and underlymg ‘Whﬂe I would not, of course, expect
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to nunmbute in the amuunts that I have suggested for your cuns:laeratmn if
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you “should feel that it was not wise for you 'persunally to continue the same
liberal basis of giving as the Bureau of Social Hygiene has maintained. I
would be more than glad to supplement your gifts or make mdependentgu
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Egmxm or I could cﬂnﬁne 'my financial efforts to mdlwduals , OTganizations

and projects to which you were not giving. In any event I should want very
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much indeed to coordinate whatever T might be able to do with whatever
support you might feel it desirable to lend to this field.?

The letter went through several drafts before John allowed his
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somewhat exasperated secretary to cover her typewriter and hurry
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downstalrs to see the parade as it passed bEfﬂl‘E St. Patrick’s athe-
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dral. Satisfied as | he read over the final version, John mgned and sent it

to hisTather. T
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Tt was a declaration of intent that John followed religiously the rest
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., of hmﬂ_lﬂ;fg to lengths that no one could have imagined in 1934. As a
K resuft of the letter, ]umﬂr did allow the Advisory Cnmmlttee to
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concentrate its reduced budget, about $40,000 a year, in the population
field, and John :},rd dld fulluw through as indicated with his gradually

_...,..---...-...,-h___

mcreasmg capac:lty to gwe

No one can know with any. certainty exactly why_be made this
choice. The question of population was not among the most pressing
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at the time. Because of the Depression, birth rates were falling in the
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dustrialized world. The science of demography had scarcely come
of age. Studies of human sexuality, contraception, and related matters
were on a small scale. Birth control was a highly controversial subject,
action in regard to it being largely the province of the militant
feminists so well typified by the redoubtable Margaret Sanger. For
decades the motivation of most people who gave any thought at all to
population growth was tinged with racism, prominently so in the field
of eugenics and among those viscerally opposed to immigration from
southern Europe and the Orient.

Perhaps it ‘was_the masses_of China.that- first -aroused--John's-

interest, HIS remark about the field being “so fundamental. and
de“Tymg suggests some guch 1n51ght at leagt twenty.years before if,
became a generally accepted view. Certainly, he had been exposed to
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sound thiniking about population from the time that hie took a reading

T P ol & .H—l-:-"-l-n.-- it

course in the subject at Princeton, as"well as in"his experience with
thé Bureau of Social Hygiene and the Advisory Committee. He was
well aware of his father’s pioneering support of related projects since
the days of the White Slave Grand Jury. Moreover, John was rein-
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respected highly, Raymond Fosdzck ‘and Arthur Packard.
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~Whatever the precise reasons for his choice, JDR had found a
possible outlet for his philanthropic energies. He was broadly inter-
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ested in the world of international affairs, and family tradition dictated
an involvement in the solution of mtractable social problems. Junior
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forced in his interest in population by the strong views of two men he”

had once predlcted that it would take his son ten years to learn

anything about philanthropy; after less than five years of on-the-job
training, JDR felt that he had absorbed enough to make a tentative
choice. However, it would be more than fifteen years before major
changes in his persanal situation and in global perceptions of the

dangers of unrestrained population growth would combine to turn an‘

mterest mto a mmmmnent ot major prﬂpnrtlons
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